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Practice Exercises: Unit One

Alphabet and sounds

How many letters are there in the Italian alphabet?

What are the super vowels? What special power do they have?
List two words with the soft G sound.

List two words with a hard G sound.

List two words with a soft C sound.

List two words with a hard C sound.

When does the S sound like Z?

List two words with double consonants. What is the rule on pronunciation of a word with
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a double consonant?

9. What is your favorite Italian word so far?

Translate these phrases to Italian

1. How do you say...?
2. What does it mean...?

3. How do you write...?

Describing people

List the opposites of the following words:

Grasso
alto
antipatico
vecchio
bello

povero
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Translate these phrases to Italian:

Read the following phrases and say who is speaking, Mike or Cinzia.
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Blue eyes

medium height

red hair

The woman (la donna) has black hair.
We are not hungry.

The man (1’'uomo) is pretty tall.

They aren't on vacation.

My name is George.
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Read and say who these phrases are describing, Mike or Cinzia.
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Non sono basso. Sono alto.

Non sono americana. Sono di Roma.
Ho i capelli biondi e lisci.

Non sono in vacanza. Sono studentessa.
Non sono sposato. Sono single.

Sono in vacanza.

1
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3.
4
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E giovane e ha gli occhi castani.
Non & grassa. E abbastanza magra.
E disegnatore di tessuti di San Diego.

Ha una sorella a Venezia.
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